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Third Party Participation - Disqualified Persons 


On February 22, 1985, the Commission 
adopted a Notice of Proposed Rule Makin 
(Docket 85-51) to prohibit persons whose ama- 
teur radio licenses have been rovoked or sus- 
pended from participating in third-party com- 
munications. These third party communications 
would include speaking over another amateur 
station by means of a linking phone patch, 
using a someone else's equipment with a-con- 
trol operator present ...even originating radio- 
grams. 


The majority of the comments filed 
favored the FCC's proposal that the rules 
contain express language prohibiting third- 
party participitation by any disqualified per- 
son. "Without such a provision, former licen- 
sees could continue, if permitted by a present 
licensee, to engage in amateur radio communi- 
cations." 


WHAT DID THE COMMENTS SAY?.... 


Not all commenters were in agreement, 
however. John S. Papay, K8YSE, felt it might 
inhibit the rehabilitation process that a 
former licensee needs to go through in order 
to be relicensed. The Commission did not 
agree with Papay's assessment. 


Daniel Murph, Jr., W4YQC, felt that 


those that voluntarily surrendered their 
license for cancellation might be affected 
without an enforcement proceeding. The FCC 


stated that this was not the case and that the 
proceeding only affects amateurs "following: 
notice of revocation, suspension or monetary. 
forfeiture." Concerns relating to barring any 
individual from third party traffic participa-: 
tion beeause of license expiration, "are also 
not warranted since our proposal only disqual- 
ifies persons who have incurred sanctions," 
the FCC said. 


Richard A. Golden, K8LOS, opposed the 
rule on constitutional grounds including denial 
of the freedom of speech and due process. 
(censorship). Again the FCC did not agree.. 
The FCC said it had the authority to estab- 
lish who may be licensed and "we think that 
it is well within our power to place reason-, 
able limits on the usage of amateur stations 
by non-licensees to preserve the nature and 
purposes of that service." 


Suggested also were various modifica- 
tions to the proposed rules. One commenter 
suggested that the proposal should be ex- 
panded to inelude as disqualified persons - all 
individuals whose licenses have been revoked 
in any FCC regulated radio service. A varia- 
tion recommended that all radio licenses 
should be revoked if sanctions have been 
imposed against an amateur radio license. The 
Commission said that these suggestions were 
beyond the scope of their proceeding. 


Two amateurs addressed licensee 
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responsibility for "knowingly allowing a dis- 
qualified person to participate in third-party 
communications." The proposed rule did not 
eontain the word "knowingly." Otis Tucker, 
Jr., K4OOD, asked whether a licensee would 
-have to ask each third party whether sanc- 
tions had been imposed against them. David 
Popkin, W2CC, suggested that the word 
"knowingly" be inserted. In his view, without 
such a qualifier, an amateur licensee could 
not handle radiograms-or control repeaters. 
The FCC said that it was not necessary that 
the word "knowingly" be included since the 
Communications Act already contains penal- 
ties for persons who "willfully and knowingly" 
violate the rules. 


The ARRL strongly supported the FCC 
proposal noting that without such a rule 
",,.license revocation or suspension would 
have no significant punitive or deterrence 
value whatsoever." The League suggested an 
explicit provision legalizing third party traf- 
fic, however, since deletion of §Part 97.79(d) 
would leave the rules with no specific third 
party authorization. The FCC inserted a new 
paragraph in §97.114 to remedy this. 


THIRD PARTY PARTICIPATION RULING.... 


The FCC essentially adopted PR Docket 
85-51 as originally proposed. The Report and 
Order was released to the public on November 


126. Effective January 24, 1986, §Part 
94.114(e)2 will read: 


"The licensee of an amateur radio sta- 
tion may not permit any person to participate 
in traffic from that station as a third party if 
the third party is a prior amateur radio licen- 
see: 


...whose license was revoked, suspended 
for less than the balance of the license term 
and the suspension is still in effect; 

...suspended for the balanee of the li- 
cense term and relicensing has not taken 
place; 

...surrendered for cancellation following 
a notice of revocation, suspension or mone- 
tary forfeiture proceedings; or 

...who is the subject of a cease and 
desist order which relates to amateur opera- 
tion and which is still in effect." 

[Action by Commission, November 20, 1985.] 
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TEN METER HAM BAND PETITION FILED.... 


Extra Class amateurs, Gordon Girton, 
W6NLG, (Sunnyvale, CA) and James (Dan) 


Nixon, N4DVW, jointly filed a petition for rule 


making with the FCC on November 15, 1985. 
They seek to enhance Technician and expand 
ten meter privileges in the Amateur Radio 


Service. Specifically they requested: 


(1.) Allow Technician Class operators full 
amateur privileges on the following ten meter 
frequencies: 28.025 - 28.300 MHz and 28.800 - 
29.700 MHz. [At present, Tech operators do 
not have any HF voice privileges.] 


(2.) Allow 6 kHz emissions on the following 
frequencies: 28.200 - 28.300 MHz (repeater 
input suggested), 29.100 - 29.200 MHz (Sim- 
plex suggested) and 29.200 - 29.300 MHz (re- 
peater output suggested). 


(3.) Allow ten meter repeaters on the fol- 
lowing frequencies: 28.200 - 28.300 MHz. and 
29.200 - 29.300 MHz. [At present, ten meter 
repeaters are allowed only between 29.5 and 
29.7 MHz.] 


(4.) Allow the following emissions - (WARC- 
79 Emission Designators): 

(A) - First symbol - Modulation Type: R, 
J, C, F, G & P. [sideband, phase, pulse] 

(B) - Seeond symbol - Nature of Modulating 
Signals: 1, 2, 3, 7 & 8. [Single or multi-chan- 
nel - digital & analog] 

(C) - Third symbol - Type of Transmitted In- 
formation: B, C, D, E & F [Telegraphy, fac- 
simile, data, voice, TV] - on the following 
frequencies: 28.200 - 28.300 MHz and 29.100 - 
29.300 MHz. 


(5.) 


band to any 10 meter repeater. 


Girton heads up the Sunnyvale VEC 
operation in the sixth eall district. 


(OTD o Ge 


The Justice Department is now on 
record aS opposing radio wave interception 
falling under the federal wiretap laws. While 
pending legislation. is aimed at computer hack- 
ers, industrial spies and listening to private 


Allow linking of repeaters from any 
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radio conversations, it also will curtail gov- 
ernment interception as well. Justice main- 
tains that the proposed "Electronics Privac 
Act of 1985" will needlessly complicate their 
operation. In other words, the bill will make 
it harder for law enforcement agencies to 
collect evidence. 


The bill (HR-3378) and its Senate com- 
panion (S-1667) introduced by Rep. Robert 
Kastenmeier (D-Wis.) and Sen. Patrick Leah 
(D-Vt.) would extend the wiretap laws to in- 
clude such technologies as cellular radio, 
electronic mail and satellite transmissions. 
(See Nov. 1st W5YI Report.) It also will make 
it illegal to listen to many transmissions cur- 
rently available to SWL's, scanner enthusiasts 
and amateur radio operators. A House Judicial 
Committee hearing on the bill planned for 
Thursday, December 5th, was cancelled due to 
a scheduling conflict. 


There is a great deal of misinformation 
about the bill among radio hobbyists. While 
the bill could impact amateur autopatch, 
‘scanner and general coverage receiver use, 
there is no evidence that it will have any 
effect on packet radio, RTTY, AMTOR trans- 
missions or amateur originated radiograms as 
reported elsewhere. 


d. 


Amateur and CB Radio communications 
are specifically exempted from the legislation 
‘- but apparently not amateur telephone calls - 
at least not at this point. Congress could 
even elect to regulate (or eliminate) auto- 
patch calls. Many - if not most - recipients of 
these wireline terminated calls are not aware 
that "the world is listening." While there are 
rumors that the bill's sponsors might exempt 
amateur autopatch calls from protection by 
the legislation, powerful, well-funded cellular 
interests would prefer to elminate (free) auto- 
patch use completely. 


The House judiciary staff did confirm, 
however, that while manufacture of scanners 
and general coverage receivers will not be 
curtailed, the bill makes it illegal to use them 
to intercept private messages and telephone 


calls no matter how they are transmitted. 


The judiciary is now collecting informa- 
tion on possible changes in the legislation's 


ation materials will be sent to you within a two week perio 
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wording. Your help is needed. You should do 
more than call or write your Congressman 
advising opposition to HR-3378 and S-1667. Be 
specific. Tell your Congressman that whatever 
the bill says or does ...that you want the bill 
to permit amateurs to do anything that they 


can now legally do — including transmitting 
and receiving any communications now 
allowed. The bill should also permit short 


wave listeners, scanner enthusiasts or anyone 
else that can now legally receive a radio fre- 
quency to be able to continue to do so in the 
future. 


Rumors of an amended version of the 
bill are not true. A "new printed version with 
new wording" does not exist. We also heard 
that calls and letters from the amateur com- 
munity is having an effect on the bill. 


AMATEUR AUXILIARY PROCEEDING.... 

The Commission has upheld a staff 
decision denying a proposal by John P. Weber, 
Jr., K4JW, Melbourne, Florida, to establish a: 
volunteer auxiliary service in all radio ser- 
vices. Weber had sought reversal of a decision 
by the Chief of the FCC's Field Operations 
Bureau (FOB) not to extend volunteer moni- 
toring of the radio spectrum to all radio ser- 
vices. 


Weber requested the issuance of a 
NPRM regarding the formal establishment of a 
comprehensive auxiliary monitoring organiza- 
tion, supplementary to the present FCC field 
monitoring stations, to assist Commission mon- 
itoring stations in the performance of their. 
duties. He argued that volunteer monitoring: 
would help the FCC in view of increasing 
radio transmitters and their decreasing 
resources. 


While the FOB's Chief expressed appre- 
ciation for Weber's recognition, concern and 
interest in the Commission's substantial task 
in enforcing the Communications Act and its 
rules, the proposal was denied for certain 
legal and practical reasons. 


First the Congress, as part of the Com- 
munications Amendments Act of 1982, amend- 
ed the Communications Act to authorize the 
FCC to use volunteer monitoring assistance 
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responsibility for "knowingly allowing a dis- 
qualified person to participate in third-party 
communications." The proposed rule did not 
contain the word "knowingly." Otis Tucker, 
Jr., K4OOD, asked whether a licensee would 
-have to ask each third party whether sanc- 
tions had been imposed against them. David 
Popkin, W2CC, suggested that the word 
"knowingly" be inserted. In his view, without 
such a qualifier, an amateur licensee could 
not handle radiograms-or control repeaters. 
The FCC said that it was not necessary that 
the word "knowingly" be included since the 
Communications Act already contains penal- 
ties for persons who "willfully and knowingly" 
violate the rules. 


The ARRL strongly supported the FCC 
proposal noting that without such a rule 
"license revoeation or suspension would 
have no significant punitive or deterrence 
value whatsoever." The League suggested an 
explicit provision legalizing third party traf- 
fic, however, since deletion of §Part 97.79(d) 
would leave the rules with no specific third 
party authorization. The FCC inserted a new 
paragraph in §97.114 to remedy this. 


THIRD PARTY PARTICIPATION RULING.... 


The FCC essentially adopted PR Docket 
85-51 as originally proposed. The Report and 
Order was released to the public on November 


26. Effective January 24, 1986, §Part 
94.114(¢)2 will read: 


"The licensee of an amateur radio sta- 
tion may not permit any person to participate 
in traffic from that station as a third party if 
the third party is a prior amateur radio licen- 
see: 

...whose license was revoked, suspended 
for less than the balance of the license term 
and the suspension is still in effect; 

...suspended for the balance of the li- 
eense term and relicensing has not taken 
place; 

...surrendered for cancellation following 
a notice of revocation, suspension or mone- 
tary forfeiture proceedings; or 

..-who is the subject of a cease and 
desist order which relates to amateur opera- 
tion and which is still in effect." 

[Action by Commission, November 20, 1985.] 


TEN METER HAM BAND PETITION FILED.... 


Extra Class amateurs, Gordon Girton, 


W6NLG, (Sunnyvale, CA) and James (Dan) 
Nixon, N4DVW, jointly filed a petition for rule 


making with the FCC on November 15, 1985. 
They seek to enhance Technician and expand 
ten meter privileges in the Amateur Radio 


Service. Specifically they requested: 


(1.) Allow Technician Class operators full 
amateur privileges on the following ten meter 
frequencies: 28.025 - 28.300 MHz and 28.800 - 
29.700 MHz. [At present, Tech operators do 
not have any HF voice privileges.] 


(2.) Allow 6 kHz emissions on the following 
frequencies: 28.200 - 28.300 MHz (repeater 
input suggested), 29.100 - 29.200 MHz (Sim- 
plex suggested) and 29.200 - 29.300 MHz (re- 
peater output suggested). 


(3.) Allow ten meter repeaters on the fol- 


lowing frequencies: 28.200 - 28.300 MHz. and 
29.200 - 29.300 MHz. [At present, ten meter 
repeaters are allowed only between 29.5 and 
29.7 MHz.] 


(4.) Allow the following emissions - (WARC- 
79 Emission Designators): 

(A) - First symbol - Modulation Type: R, 
J, C, F, G & P. [sideband, phase, pulse] 

(B) - Second symbol - Nature of Modulating 
Signals: 1, 2, 3, 7 & 8. [Single or multi-chan- 
nel - digital & analog] 

(C) - Third symbol - Type of Transmitted In- 
formation: B, C, D, E & F [Telegraphy, fac- 
simile, data, voice, TV] - on the following 
frequencies: 28.200 - 28.300 MHz and 29.100 - 
29.300 MHz. 


(5.) Allow linking of repeaters from any 
band to any 10 meter repeater. 


Girton heads up the Sunnyvale VEC 
operation in the sixth eall district. 


oaDeoape 


MORE. ON_RADIO PRIVACY LEGISLATION.... 


“The Justice Department is now on 
record aS opposing radio wave interception 
falling under the federal wiretap laws. While 


pending legislation is aimed at computer hack- 


ers, industrial spies and listening to private 


We do not get any in- 


come from this and would appreciate it if you would publish our small classified 


The W5YI Report appears on 
ad (see margin between pages 4 & 7) on license preparation materials. Thanks! 


This is, of course, allowed without limitation. 
many computer bulletin boards and in club newsletters. 
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DIAL-A-PORN GRANTED FCC STAY... 


An announcement in the November 27th 


Federal Register (page 48770) postpones the 


date that "Dial-A-Porn" must start requiring 
identification of some sort before being 
allowed to play their automatic (sexually ex- 
plicit) recordings. We have been following this 
story for some three years now! 


Just about every governmental body 


_imaginable has been involved in trying to cur- 


tail the telephone messages. In 1983, Congress 
directed the FCC to restrict access by min- 
ors. The Commission has been having trouble 
coming up with an appropriate system. Every 
idea they have had has been struck down as 
inappropriate, ineffective, unduly restrictive 
or unconstitutional. 


We tried the number [212-976-2626] and 
the moans and groans are still there. The 
latest execution date is December 26, 1985. A 
petition by Carlin Communications and Drake 
Publishers, Ine., requested a stay of the 
November 5th effective date "pending judicial 
review." It was granted by the FCC. After 
December 26th, it will take an "aecess/iden- 
tification code number" to receive the record- 
ing. The problem is, how to prevent minors 
from receiving the code. 


ch 


RADIO LASER 558 IS BACK ON THE AIR! 


In our last issue we told you how Radio 


Laser-558 was forced to suspend operations 


due to a sick crew. Radio Laser is the U.S. 
backed AM pop music pirate radio station on 
a ship that is anchored off the coast of Eng- 
land outside of British territorial waters. 


Laser was England's most popular AM 
station until they were forced to toss in the 
towel due to a lack of food and medical sup- 
plies. English authorities in effect blockaded 
the vessel by stationing a surveillance ship 
off its bow recording all visitors. While not 
against U.K. law to broadeast from interna- 
tional waters, it is illegal to supply pirate 


stations. 


Another pirate broadcast ship, Radio 
Caroline, has been broadcasting for years off 
the English coast. Within hours of Laser's 
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demise, Caroline started broadeasting on 
Laser's 558 kHz frequency. Estimates are that 
12 million people listen to Radio Caroline. 
There seems to be a Strong attraction by the 
British people to listen to something the 
authorities consider illegal. 


Make no mistake about it. Clandestine 
broadeasting is big business! Among the ad- 
vertisers taking air time on the pirate sta- 
tion are People's Express Airlines, Newsweek, 
Nikon, Hawaiian Tropic ...even the Canadian 
Tourist Board! 


ILLEGAL AND LEGAL HF _BROADCA 


STING.... 


Our own FCC recently closed down two 
alleged pirate radio stations and the Commis- 
sion is looking for more. U.S. marshalls re- 
cently closed down KBBR in Arkansas. Russell 
Rierson of Boonesville, Ark., operated the 
station out of his home. He faces a maximum 
penalty of one year imprisonment and a fine 
of up to $10,000. 


Rierson previously operated KRZY and 
"Captain Crazy" — another unlicensed station 
operating in the 6 and 7 MHz band. That one 
eost him $1,000. Liam Ryan of Kirkwood, Mo., 
was also fined $1000 for his unlicensed broad- 
east station operation. 


Be on the lookout for a growing trend 
to legally capitalize on HF broadcasting! 
There is a behind the scenes stampede to get 
HF commercial broadcasting stations on the 
air. There are several new ones — with more 
eoming! NDXE Global Radio is a new 
worldwide HF stereo radio station due to sign 
on July 4, 1986, coinciding with the 
rededication of the Statue of Liberty. NDXE 
(pronounced ‘In Dixie', y'all) will carry 
worldwide phone-in shows, news, weather 
..ete. It is headed up by H.D. Norman, Jr., a 
34 year old Opelika, Alabama, ex-dise jockey 
and entrepreneur! 


KCBI is on the air right now with a 50 
KW GE transmitter and a 10 db antenna - 
500,000 watts ERP - from right here in 
Dallas. They signed on this past July 5th and 
operate from 1800 to 2200 GMT on 11.905 


and 11.790 MHz. with a country music and 
general interest format. The W5YI REPORT is 


fewer collisions and retries. 


Furthermore, if the FCC grants the. 
ARRL proposal for new Novice Class privi- 
leges, a potentially large number of new, in- 


rate unsophisticated packet stations on 220. 
PRISM also recognized that Novice voice ope- 
ration on 220-225 MHz might work to the det- 
riment of 220 Packet activity. 


PRISM would like to encourage some 
thought into use of the 420-450 MHz band (in- 
stead of 220 MHz) for 9600-bps linking since 
inexpensive, surplus equipment for 450 is 
available. Nineteen coordinated 50-kHz packet 
linking channels were selected between 430 
and 431 MHz. 420-430 .MHz is not available to 
amateurs in much of Michigan, it being above 
“Line A." There is "a strong likelihood that 
420-430 MHz will be lost throughtout the 
country in the near future [to land mobile 
interests]," PRISM said. 


For a copy of (or to comment on) the 
Michigan Packet Radio Frequency Plan write: 
Jim Brooker, NI8E, Chairman of the PRISM 
Spectrum Planning Committee, 696 Graefield 
Court, Birmingham, MI 48008. 


°apoape 


AMATEUR ASKS FOR 160 METER CW BAND 


Dave Kennedy, N4SU, of King, NC, has 
written an open letter to all 160 meter hams. 
Copies went to all major amateur publications 
plus ARRL Directors and the FCC. Licensed 
more than 50 years, Kennedy holds DXCC- 
360, 6BDXCC and 6BWAS. 


Kennedy proposes an FCC mandated 
1800-1840 kHz CW only subband for weak sig- 
nal CW-DX operations. He tells how "Mr. 160" 
[W1BB] became the holder of 160 DXCC#1 by 
championing the idea of the "DX window." 


"Today, contest types have taken over 
with their 'this is my frequency' attitude," 
Kennedy says. "The SSB ragchewers ...simply 
don't understand the DXers problem, or don't 
eare." While the ARRL has tried to sell a 
voluntary band plan... "Nothing has happened 
except that 160 is now about the same as the 
zoo on 75. ...160 is the only HF band with no 


CW subband." [Excerpted from 11/19 letter.] 


W5YI REPORT..... 


experienced amateurs will be seeking to ope-_ 
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{ The FCC has issued a correction on 
the Order to Implement the 1900-2000 kHz 
Frequency Band in  Radiolocation Service. 
(Doeket 84-874) The FCC now says that wide- 
band radiolocation stations can be reassigned 
to the (amateur) 1900-2000 kHz segment as 
early as December 15, 1985. General feeling 
is that radiolocation won't interfere with 
amateur communications since the operation 
will be in wideband spread-spectrum technol- 
ogy. Previously it was thought that radioloca- 
tion systems would not be reassigned until 
1987 when the AM broadcast band is sched- 
uled to be extended to 1705 kHz. [Correction 
published in Federal Register, November 20, 
1985, page 47748.] 


{ New VEC instructions have been 
mailed out to all existing Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinators. The only change is the deletion 
of the requirement that amateur radio opera- 
tor test candidates can not be retested within 
a 30 day period for the same or higher failed 
test elements. Effective December 4th, it is 


no longer necessary that test applicants ans- - 


wer Items #13, 14 and 15 on the FCC Form 
610. These items ask whether a candidate has 
failed an amateur examination within the last 
30 days, and if so, which test element and 
when administered. The so-called "30-day 
rule" was eliminated November 8th. 


{| A copy of a somewhat incoherent let- 
ter (dated November 24) has been forwarded 
us supposedly written by Richard B. Cooper, 
president of the infamous Communications 
Attorney Service. The letter (postmarked from 
Van Nuys, California) is addressed to Mr. 
Philip J. Quigley, president of the Cellular 
Telecommunications Industry Association. 
Cooper objects to the fact that CB transmis- 
sions are to be exempted from protection 


under the new privacy legislation currently~ 


under Congressional consideration. "As the 
legal representative of 66 million operators of 
Class D - Part 95 radio transceivers, I must 
demand that Part 95 licensees be afforded the 
same form of protection," he writes. Cooper 
elaims that "the ARRL and some of its con- 
temptuous followers" using "their power with- 
in the FCC to discredit my legal organiza- 
tion" caused him to flee the U.S. in 1979. He 
told Quigley "the same Nazi-like tactics are 
being mounted against your group..." 


December 15, 1985 . 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 
wish to be a volunteer examiner. I have never had my station or 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER? 


under "The W5YI Report" Program? If so, please send a copy 


of your Extra Ciass license, this signed statement, and a SASE 


operator license revoked or suspended. I do not own a significant . 


to: W5YI-VEC; P.O. Box #10101; Dallas, Texas 75207. A certif- 
eate (optional) is also available for $1.00. Details and aceredi- 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged 
in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


license preparation materials. 


My age is at least 18 years old. 


ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 
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radio conversations, it also will curtail gov- 
ernment interception as well. Justice main- 


tains that the proposed "Electronics Privac 


Act of 1985" will needlessly complicate their 


operation. In other words, the bill will make 
it harder for law enforcement agencies to 
eollect evidence. 


The bill (HR-3378) and its Senate com- 
panion (S-1667) introduced by Rep. Robert 
Kastenmeier (D-Wis.) and Sen. Patrick Leah 
(D-Vt.) would extend the wiretap laws to in- 
elude such technologies as cellular radio, 
electronic mail and satellite transmissions. 
(See Nov. 1st W5YI Report.) It also will make 
it illegal to listen to many transmissions cur- 
rently available to SWL's, scanner enthusiasts 
and amateur radio operators. A House Judicial 
Committee hearing on the bill planned for 
Thursday, December 5th, was cancelled due to 
a scheduling conflict. 


There is a great deal of misinformation 
about the bill among radio hobbyists. While 
the bill could impact amateur autopatch, 


‘scanner and general coverage receiver use, 


there is no evidence that it will have any 
effect on packet radio, RTTY, AMTOR trans- 
missions or amateur originated radiograms as 
reported elsewhere. 


Amateur and CB Radio communications 
are specifically exempted from the legislation 


‘- but apparently not amateur telephone calls - 


at least not at this point. Congress could 
even elect to regulate (or eliminate) auto- 
patch calls. Many - if not most - recipients of 
these wireline terminated calls are not aware 
that "the world is listening." While there are 
rumors that the bill's sponsors might exempt 
amateur autopatech calls from protection by 
the legislation, powerful, well-funded cellular 
interests would prefer to elminate (free) auto- 
patch use completely. 


The House judiciary staff did confirm, 
however, that while manufacture of scanners 
and general coverage receivers will not be 
curtailed, the bill makes it illegal to use them 
to intercept private messages and telephone 


calls no matter how they are transmitted. 


The judiciary is now collecting informa- 
tion on possible changes in the legislation's 
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wording. Your help is needed. You should do 
more than eall or write your Congressman 
advising opposition to HR-3378 and S-1667. Be 
specific. Tell your Congressman that whatever 
the bill says or does ...that you want the bill 
to permit amateurs to do anything that they 


ean now legally do — including transmitting 
and receiving any communications now 
allowed. The bill should also permit short 


wave listeners, scanner enthusiasts or anyone 
else that ean now legally receive a radio fre- 
quency to be able to continue to do so in the 
future. 


Rumors of an amended version of the 
bill are not true. A "new printed version with 
new wording" does not exist. We also heard 
that calls and letters from the amateur com- 
munity is having an effect on the bill. 
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AMATEUR AUXILIARY PROCEEDING.... 


The Commission has upheld a staff 
decision denying a proposal by John P. Weber, 
Jr., K4JW, Melbourne, Florida, to establish a: 
volunteer auxiliary service in all radio ser- 
vices. Weber had sought reversal of a decision 
by the Chief of the FCC's Field Operations 
Bureau (FOB) not to extend volunteer moni- 
toring of the radio spectrum to all radio ser- 
vices, 


Weber requested the issuance of a 
NPRM regarding the formal establishment of a 
comprehensive auxiliary monitoring organiza- 
tion, supplementary to the present FCC field 
monitoring stations, to assist Commission mon- 
itoring stations in the performance of their 
duties. He argued that volunteer monitoring: 
would help the FCC in view of increasing 
radio transmitters and their decreasing 
resources. 


While the FOB's Chief expressed appre- 
ciation for Weber's recognition, concern and 
interest in the Commission's substantial task 
in enforeing the Communications Act and its 
rules, the proposal was denied for certain 
legal and practical reasons. 


First the Congress, as part of the Com- 
munications Amendments Act of 1982, amend- 
ed the Communications Act to authorize the 
FCC to use volunteer monitoring assistance 


only in the Amateur and Citizens Band. In 
order to legally intercept and divulge con- 
tents of amateur and CB transmissions, it was 
necessary to amend §Section 705 which pro- 
hibits revealing private messages. With the 
exception of emergency communications, no 
such authority exists in other radio services. 


Furthermore, the FCC said that estab- 
lishing a program such as proposed by Weber, 
in all radio services at once would be too 
broad and ambitious a project for the Com- 
mission. It was also pointed out that volun- 
teers lack the equipment to effectively meas- 
ure signal quality and technical parameters. 


In his request for reconsideration, 
Weber had maintained that §Section 705 
would not be an impediment to his proposal 
since the FCC could pay each volunteer $1.00 
for their service and the volunteers could be 
eonsidered FCC agents. 


Weber also said that the agreement be- 
tween the ARRL and the FCC was illegal 
since Florida law dealing with interception of 
‘oral communications requires prior consent of 
the involved parties. Weber also contended 
that the ARRL does not speak for the major- 
ity of amateurs and that his proposal would 
result in a more effective volunteer organiza- 
tion for the benefit of the Commission. 


The FCC ruled that the FCC's burden 
in dealing with hundreds of individual volun- 
teers daily would be too difficult. "Working 
together, the FCC and ARRL ean alleviate 
this workload, seek consistency in processes 
and results, train and qualify volunteers, and 
perform other administrative tasks essential 
to the program." Also noted was that the 
Amateur Auxiliary can be trained to indepen- 
dently handle many of the Amateur radio re- 
lated requests for assistance received by the 
Commission field facilities. - 


FCC DETAILS DUTIES OF AUXILIARY 


"Among other matters, the volunteers 
devise and implement means to foster wider 
knowledge of the rules, conduct monitoring of 
the amateur frequencies to encourage compli- 
ance with Commission Rules and good operat- 
ing practices, develop solutions to problems 
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tions, and undertake specific projects as the 
need arises." } 


"The only types of inspections of ama- 
teur stations by the Auxiliary provided for in 
FOB's agreement with ARRL are a courtesy 
inspection of such stations or other equipment 
with the voluntary consent of the licensee or 
owner to help resolve complaints and allega- 
tions, as well as to determine causes, in cir- 
cumstances such as the experiencing of inter- 
ference and courtesy amateur station evalua- 
tions. The amateur has no mandatory or for- 
mal inspection or enforcement authority." 


",..the function of the Amateur Auxili- 
ary is to assist FOB and the Commission by 
monitoring amateur frequencies and to advise 
users of radio operations that they are com- 
pliant or non-compliant with the Commission's 
rules, foster a wider knowledge of Commission 
Rules, assist the Commission and FOB in re- 
sponding to complaints by encouraging cooper- 
ative solutions, provide help to FOB in tar- 
geting intentional or recalcitrant violators so 
that the Bureau can best apply its limited 
resources to problem areas or violators, and 
to perform other special projects that may 
arise from time to time." 


The FCC also ruled that Florida law 
would not be broken by the existing ARRL/- 
FCC agreement since a federal court has held 
transmissions on the Amateur and CB radio 
bands cannot reasonably be expected to be 
private communications. Furthermore amateur 
radio transmissions are not "oral" transmis- 
sions. 


On the Weber belief that the ARRL 
does not speak for the majority of amateurs, 
the FCC said " ...[we] believe that the most 
efficient development of an amateur volunteer 
auxiliary is through large organizations such 
as the ARRL, and particularly so when such 
organizations bring with them their experi- 
ence with prior self-regulation efforts such as 
ARRL's Official Observer program or other 
types of volunteer services." The Commission 
further stated "To date, ARRL is the only 
national or regional organization to contact 
FOB concerning participation in the program." 
[Action by FCC M.O.&O., released 11/22/85.] 
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THIRD PARTY & RECIPROCAL COUNTRIES 


The FCC issued the following Public 
Notice on November 22, 1985, concerning 
arrangements with other countries for third 
party traffic and reciprocal operating privi- 
leges. We have underlined the newest addi- 
tions. 


THIRD PARTY ARRANGEMENTS 


The United States has arrangements to 
permit FCC-licensed amateur stations to ex- 
change messages for third-parties with ama- 
teur stations in these countries: 


Antigua/Barbuda Argentina Australia 
Belize Bolivia Brazil 
Canada Chile Colombia 
Costa Rica Cuba Dominica 
Dominican Rep. Eduador El Salvador 
The Gambia Ghana Grenada 
Guatemala Guyana Haiti 
Honduras Israel Jamaica 
Jordan Liberia Mexico 
Nicaragua Panama Paraguay 
Peru. St. Christopher & Nevis St. Lucia 
St. Vincent & the Grenadines Swaziland 


Trinidad/Tobago fUnited Kingdom Uruguay 
Venezuela. 

[t=Special event stations with call sign prefix 
GB followed by a number other than 3.] 


The United States also has an agree- 
ment with the International Telecommunica- 
tions Union permitting third-party traffic with 
its amateur station 4U1ITU in Geneva, Swit- 
zerland. 


International amateur radiocommunica- 
tions are limited by the international Radio 
Regulations. They must be in plain language 
and consist only of messages of a technical 
nature relating to tests and to remarks of a 
personal character for which, by reason of 
their unimportance, recourse to the public 
telecommunications service is not justified. 
Business messages are prohibited. 


At the end of an exchange of interna- 
tional third-party traffic, the FCC-licensed 
amateur station must transmit the call sign of 
the foreign amateur station in addition to its 
own ecall sign. (See §Part 97.84[h])) 
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RECIPROCAL OPERATING ARRANGEMENTS 


The United States has arrangements to 
grant reciprocal operating permits to visiting 
alien amateur operators. An alien amateur 
operator licensed by one of the following 
countries, who is also a citizen of that same 
country, may apply for a permit to operate 
his/her amateur station in areas where tele- 
communications are regulated by the FCC. 


A United States citizen is not eligible 
for an FCC-issued reciprocal permit. Aliens 
are also eligible to qualify for an FCC ama- 
teur radio license. : 


Argentina Australia Austria 

The Bahamas Barbados Belgium 
Belize Bolivia Botswana 
Brazil tCanada ° Chile 
Colombia Costa Rica Denmark 
Dominican Rep. Ecuador El Salvador 
Fiji Finland France 
Federal Republic of Germany Greece 
Grenada Guatemala Guyana 
Haiti Honduras Iceland 
India Indonesia Rep. Ireland 
Israel Italy Jamaica 
Japan Jordan Kiribati 
Kuwait Liberia Luxembourg 
Monaco Netherlands Neth. Antilles 
New Zealand Nicaragua Norway 
Panama Paraguay Peru 
Philippines Portugal St. Lucia 
Seychelles Sierra Leone Solomon Isl. 
Republic of South Africa Spain 
Suriname Sweden Switzerland 
Trinidad/Tobago Tuvalu United Kingdom 
Uruguay Venezuela Yugoslavia 


{tThe arrangement with Canada permits ope- 
ration by Canadian amateur operators in the 
United States without obtaining a reciprocal 
operating permit and vice versa.] 


An alien amateur operator may apply 
for a permit by completing FCC Form 610-A, 
available from any FCC office or, in some 
eases, from United States missions abroad. 
The permit is valid for one year or until the 
expiration date on the alien's license, which- 
ever comes first. The application and a photo- 
copy of the alien's amateur license should be 
sent to: Federal Communications Commission; 
Gettysburg, PA 17325; U.S.A. 


only in the Amateur and Citizens Band. In 
order to legally intercept and divulge con- 
tents of amateur and CB transmissions, it was 
necessary to amend §Section 705 which pro- 
hibits revealing private messages. With the 
exception of emergency communications, no 
such authority exists in other radio services. 


Furthermore, the FCC said that estab- 
lishing a program such as proposed by Weber, 
in all radio services at once would be too 
broad and ambitious a project for the Com- 
mission. It was also pointed out that volun- 
teers lack the equipment to effectively meas- 
ure signal quality and technical parameters. 


In his request for _ reconsideration, 
Weber had maintained that §Section 705 
would not be an impediment to his proposal 
since the FCC could pay each volunteer $1.00 
for their service and the volunteers could be 
eonsidered FCC agents. 


Weber also said that the agreement be- 
tween the ARRL and the FCC was illegal 
since Florida law dealing with interception of 
‘oral communications requires prior consent of 
the involved parties. Weber also contended 
that the ARRL does not speak for the major- 
ity of amateurs and that his proposal would 
result in a more effective volunteer organiza- 
tion for the benefit of the Commission. 


The FCC ruled that the FCC's burden 
in dealing with hundreds of individual volun- 
teers daily would be too difficult. "Working 
together, the FCC and ARRL can alleviate 
this workload, seek consistency in processes 
and results, train and qualify volunteers, and 
perform other administrative tasks essential 
to the program." Also noted was that the 
Amateur Auxiliary ean be trained to indepen- 
dently handle many of the Amateur radio re- 
lated requests for assistance received by the 
Commission field facilities. ° 


FCC DETAILS DUTIES OF AUXILIARY 


"Among other matters, the volunteers 
devise and implement means to foster wider 
knowledge of the rules, conduct monitoring of 
the amateur frequencies to encourage compli- 
ance with Commission Rules and good operat- 
ing practices, develop solutions to problems 
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arising from the operation of amateur sta- 
tions, and undertake specific projects as the 
need arises." 


"The only types of inspections of ama- 
teur stations by the Auxiliary provided for in 
FOB's agreement with ARRL are a courtesy 
inspection of such stations or other equipment 
with the voluntary consent of the licensee or 
owner to help resolve complaints and allega- 
tions, as well as to determine causes, in cir- 
cumstances such as the experiencing of inter- 
ference and courtesy amateur station evalua- 
tions. The amateur has no mandatory or for- 
mal inspection or enforcement authority." 


"the function of the Amateur Auxili- 
ary is to assist FOB and the Commission by 
monitoring amateur frequencies and to advise 
users of radio operations that they are com- 
pliant or non-compliant with the Commission's 
rules, foster a wider knowledge of Commission 
Rules, assist the Commission and FOB in re- 
sponding to complaints by encouraging cooper- 
ative solutions, provide help to FOB in tar- 
geting intentional or recalcitrant violators so 
that the Bureau can best apply its limited 
resources to problem areas or violators, and 
to perform other special projects that may 
arise from time to time." 


The FCC also ruled that Florida law 
would not be broken by the existing ARRL/- 
FCC agreement since a federal court has held 
transmissions on the Amateur and CB radio 
bands eannot reasonably be expected to be 
private communications. Furthermore amateur 
radio transmissions are not "oral" transmis- 
sions. 


On the Weber belief that the ARRL 
does not speak for the majority of amateurs, 
the FCC said " ...Lwe] believe that the most 
efficient development of an amateur volunteer 
auxiliary is through large organizations such 
as the ARRL, and particularly so when such 
organizations bring with them their experi- 
ence with prior self-regulation efforts such as 
ARRL's Official Observer program or other 
types of volunteer services." The Commission 
further stated "To date, ARRL is the only 
national or regional organization to contact 
FOB concerning participation in the program." 
[Action by FCC M.O.&0., released 11/22/85.] 


Iris and Lloyd are headed now to the 
Kingdom of Lesotho, 7P. "We have been told 
it should not be too difficult to obtain per- 
mission to operate there. We expect to be on 
| the air from about 1 December through 22 
December, 1985. Look for us on the low end 
of all bands, phone and CW. 73 es 88 fm 
Lloyd & Iris Colvin, W6KG and W6QL" [Their 
letter was dated November 27, 1985.] 
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) SAVES_DRIFTING SEAMEN 


Thanks to the efforts of SIRA, four 
Miami residents are now safe and sound. It 
was in question for a while! During early 
December, Juilio Morejon, Pedro Lopez, Eleo 
Rosales and Daniel Monteros were testing 
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distance race regatta. 


The boat was enroute from Key West to 
Miami when their engine suddenly went dead. 
They drifted for four days and to within 35 
miles of Cuba. On board was both VHF marine 
and amateur radio equipment — although no 
one on board was a licensed ham operator. 


On the fourth day, the mariners were 
heard transmitting on 14.177 MHz (20 meters) 
in the early evening. Their Mayday call was 
received by Venezuelan amateur radio opera- 
tor, Edelberto Russian, YV5IJ but he lost 
their weak signal in the QRM. Contact was 
again established the following morning. 
YV5IJ checked into the SIRA emergency net- 
work and reported the incident. SIRA, the 
Spanish language ham group based in Miami, 
immediately notified the U.S. Coast Guard. 


A dispatehed Coast Guard plane later 
returned - unable to locate the marooned 
boat. The vessel was not sure where they 
- were having been adrift so long. The FCC in 
Washington was brought in and the Commis- 
sion's monitoring network DF'ed the signal. 
New coordinates were issued. The boat and its 
occupants were then found by the Coast 
Guard. Once in the area of the drifting ship, 
radio contact was established on VHF marine 
channel 68. 
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The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 


license preparation materials as a convenience to 
applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 
tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


The Coast Guard dropped food by para- 
chute. It landed only eight feet from the boat 
but was gobbled up by a huge shark just as 
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they were about to jump overboard to grab 
the parachute! An hour later, the Liberian 
tanker "Tamarita" rescued the stranded people 
and brought them to Miami. They were really 
shook up when they arrived. 


Miami TV channel 10 operated live from 
the SIRA ham station. Radio WQBA carried a 
live on-air interview with one of those res- 
cued and SIRA's WA4ZZG, Raphael Estevez. 
Once again, amateur radio answered the call. 
When asked why amateur radio equipment was 
on board when none were licensed, they said 
that they carried it only for an emergency. 
Their 20 meter antenna was actually the VHF 
marine whip antenna and radiated poorly! It 
saved their lives. 


re ad 


MICHIGAN ADOPTS PACKET RADIO _ PLAN.... 


A very detailed and well thought out 
frequency plan for Michigan packet radio was 
unanimously consented to at a statewide plan- 
ning conference held during late November. 
Those in attendance agreed that PRISM, 
Packet Radio In Southern Michigan would act 
as the packet frequency coordination organi- 
zation under the umbrella of the Michigan. 
Area Repeater Council. MARC policy does 
not allow for coordination of packet channels 
on 144-148 MHz and any activity in this range 
will have to be by "gentlemen's agreement." 


(2-METER PLAN) 


144.91 Experimental and QRP 
144.93/.95/.97 Local Area Network 
144.99 Non-digipeated Packet Simplex 
145.01 Inter-LAN & Mail Forwarding 
145.03/.05/.07 Local Area Network 
145.09 Experimental and QRP 


The objective is to avoid conflict with 
existing voice operations and to help develop 
a segment on 2-meters which ultimately will 
become recognized as a "packet subband." 


220 & 440 MHz - Conference attendees 
agreed that it is important to provide room on 
the 220-225 MHz band for both 1200 and 9600 
baud packet since 2-meter emergency voice 
operations could desense 2-meter packet sys- 
tems from the same location. Also, spectrum 
exists on 220 MHz for dual frequency digital 
repeaters that will allow higher speeds and 


THIRD PARTY & RECIPROCAL COUNTRIES 


The FCC issued the following Public 
Notice on November 22, 1985, concerning 
arrangements with other countries for third 
party traffic and reciprocal operating privi- 
leges. We have underlined the newest addi- 
tions. 


THIRD PARTY ARRANGEMENTS 


The United States has arrangements to 
permit FCC-licensed amateur stations to ex- 
change messages for third-parties with ama- 
teur stations in these countries: 


Antigua/Barbuda Argentina Australia 
Belize Bolivia Brazil 
Canada Chile Colombia 
Costa Rica Cuba Dominica 
Dominican Rep. Eduador El Salvador 
The Gambia Ghana Grenada 
Guatemala Guyana Haiti 
Honduras Israel Jamaica 
Jordan Liberia Mexico 
Nicaragua Panama Paraguay 
Peru St. Christopher & Nevis St. Lucia 
St. Vincent & the Grenadines Swaziland 


Trinidad/Tobago fUnited Kingdom Uruguay 
Venezuela. 

[t=Special event stations with call sign prefix 
GB followed by a number other than 3.] 


The United States also has an agree— 


ment with the International Telecommunica- 
tions Union permitting third-party traffic with 
its amateur station 4U1ITU in Geneva, Swit- 
zerland. 


International amateur radiocommunica- 
tions are limited by the international Radio 
Regulations. They must be in plain language 
and consist only of messages of a technical 
nature relating to tests and to remarks of a 
personal character for which, by reason of 
their unimportance, recourse to the public 
telecommunications service is not justified. 
Business messages are prohibited. 


At the end of an exchange of interna- 
tional third-party traffic, the FCC-licensed 
amateur station must transmit the call sign of 
the foreign amateur station in addition to its 

own ecall sign. (See §Part 97.84[h)) 
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RECIPROCAL OPERATING ARRANGEMENTS 


The United States has arrangements to 
grant reciprocal operating permits to visiting 
alien amateur operators. An alien amateur 
operator licensed by one of the following 
countries, who is also a citizen of that same 
country, may apply for a permit to operate 
his/her amateur station in areas where tele- 
communications are regulated by the FCC. 


A United States citizen is not eligible 
for an FCC-issued reciprocal permit. Aliens 


are also eligible to qualify for an FCC ama- 
teur radio license. : 


Argentina Australia Austria 

The Bahamas Barbados Belgium 
Belize Bolivia Botswana 
Brazil Canada ° Chile 
Colombia Costa Rica Denmark 
Dominican Rep. Ecuador El Salvador 
Fiji Finland France 
Federal Republic of Germany Greece 
Grenada Guatemala Guyana 
Haiti Honduras Iceland 
India Indonesia Rep. Ireland 
Israel Italy Jamaica 
Japan Jordan Kiribati 
Kuwait Liberia Luxembourg 
Monaco Netherlands Neth. Antilles 
New Zealand Nicaragua Norway 
Panama Paraguay Peru 
Philippines Portugal St. Lucia 
Seychelles Sierra Leone Solomon Isl. 
Republic of South Africa Spain 
Suriname Sweden Switzerland 
Trinidad/Tobago Tuvalu United Kingdom 
Uruguay Venezuela Yugoslavia 


[tThe arrangement with Canada permits ope- 
ration by Canadian amateur operators in the 
United States without obtaining a reciprocal 
operating permit and vice versa.] 


An alien amateur operator may apply 
for a permit by completing FCC Form 610-A, 
available from any FCC office or, in some 
eases, from United States missions abroad. 
The permit is valid for one year or until the 
expiration date on the alien's license, which- 
ever comes first. The application and a photo- 
copy of the alien's amateur license should be 
sent to: Federal Communications Commission; 
Gettysburg, PA 17325; U.S.A. 


United States amateur operators wishing 
to apply for a reciprocal permit in a foreign 
country should contact the telecommunica- 
tions regulatory authority for the country to 
be visited. The regulations of that country 
apply. 


Amateur operation in areas where tele- 
communications are regulated by the FCC 
must comply with Part 97 of the Commission's 
Rules and the international Radio Regula- 
tions. 


Operator privileges in the United States 
are those authorized by the operator's own 
government, but not to exceed that of the 
FCC Amateur Extra Class. For example, ama- 
teurs from Region 1 (Europe, Africa, United 
Kingdom, etc.) may not operate on 2-meters 
between 146 and 148 MHz and no alien ama- 
teurs from anywhere except North and South 
America may operate on the 220 MHz band 
since this spectrum is not available to them in 
their own country. 


See §Part 97.301-313 for additional in- 
formation on alien amateur reciprocal: permit 
operation. There are special identification 
rules among other things. , 


apo ape 


NEW_MEXICO GOES TO _ 20-KHZ BAND PLAN 


Another state has joined the growing 
list that have opted for 20-kHz 2-meter band 
plans. Bob Fugate, W8GY, secretary of the 
New Mexico Frequency Coordinating Commit- 
tee (NMFCC) advises New Mexico repeater 
trustees have voted by a 13 to 1 majority to 
adopt 20 kHz repeater channel spacing. The 
vote was conducted by means of written, 
signed ballots following discussions on the 
subject since April of this year. Seventy-eight 
per cent (78%) of eligible trustees cast bal- 

- lots. 


All 2-meter repeaters in New Mexico 
are currently separated in frequency by at 
least 30 kHz. Action to change the band plan 
was initiated early this year after several 
requests for frequency pairs could no longer 
be satisfied using 30-kHz channels in the 146- 
148 segment. 


Trustees were asked to vote for either 
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15 or 20 kHz channel spacing with the know- 
ledge that if 20 kHz were selected, some 
existing repeaters would have to change fre- 
quency in order to create new channels and 
to. eonform to the 20 kHz band plan. 


Based on views expressed by trustees, 
the New Mexico Frequency Coordinating Com- 
mittee has adopted a policy that allows trus- 
tees to voluntarily change the operating fre- 
quency of existing repeaters in the 146-148 
segment whose frequency is an odd multiple 
of 10 kHz (146.01/.61, 146.07/.67, ...147.99/- 
.39, ete.) Bordering Texas and (old) Mexico 
are already successfully on a 20 kHz 2-meter 
band plan. pee on, ; 


COLVINS OPERATE FM NAMIBIA, AFRICA.... 


We received another note from the Col- 
vins, Lloyd (W5KG) and Iris (W6QL), of 
YASME-DX fame. They said they had com- 
pleted their operation from ZS3/W6QL, Nam- 
ibia, Southwest Africa. They QSO'd with 


10,000 amateurs in 146 countries! 


Iris said that she was the first to use a 
call with the ZS3 coming first in the call sign 
...followed by her stateside call. "Nearly half 
of the stations worked had trouble getting our 
eall correct and understanding from where we 
were operating. Many amateurs answered us 
incorrectly. Some called us W6QL/ZS3, others. 
ZS3/W6 ...Still others ZS3QL or ZS3A, ete." 
Iris said that "if you worked us, please check 
your log and make sure that the call is cor- 
rect and send your QSL showing the correct 
eall." [QSLs go to P.O. Box #2025, Castro 
Valley, CA 94546] 


They were very fortunate to receive 
permission from the Southwest Africa Branch 
of the South African Radio League to conduct 
their DX-pedition from their club house and 
radio station located in the downtown area of 
the capital city of Windhoek. 


"We used our own antennas and radio 
equipment. As usual many local radio ama- 
teurs helped us set up... We especially want 
to thank another husband and wife team, 
ZS3KB-ZS3MB, the elub president ZS3HB (also 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court) and the 
club secretary/treasurer ZS3TW." 


When asked why amateur radio equipment was 

Thanks to the efforts of SIRA, four ]| on board when none were licensed, they said 
Miami residents are now safe and sound. It | that they carried it only for an emergency. 
was in question for a while! During early | Their 20 meter antenna was actually the VHF 
December, Juilio Morejon, Pedro Lopez, Eleo | marine whip antenna and radiated poorly! It 
Rosales and Daniel Monteros were testing } saved their lives. 


their 36 foot vessel in preparation for a long 
distance race regatta. MICHIGAN ADOPTS PACKET RADIO PLAN.... 
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The boat was enroute from Key West to A very detailed and well thought out 
Miami when their engine suddenly went dead. | frequency plan for Michigan packet radio was 
They drifted for four days and to within 35 | unanimously consented to at a statewide plan- 
miles of Cuba. On board was both VHF marine | ning conference held during late November. 
and amateur radio equipment — although no | Those in attendance agreed that PRISM, 
one on board was a licensed ham operator. Packet Radio In Southern Michigan would act 
as the packet frequency coordination organi- 
On the fourth day, the mariners were | zation under the umbrella of the Michigan. 
heard transmitting on 14.177 MHz (20 meters) | Area Repeater Council. MARC policy does 
in the early evening. Their Mayday call was | not allow for coordination of packet channels | 
received by Venezuelan amateur radio opera- | on 144-148 MHz and any activity in this range 
tor, Edelberto Russian, YV5IJ but he lost | will have to be by "gentlemen's agreement." 
their weak signal in the QRM. Contact was 


tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


again established the following morning. (2-METER PLAN) 
} YV5IJ checked into the SIRA emergency net- }| 144.91 Experimental and QRP 
work and reported the incident. SIRA, the | 144.93/.95/.97 Local Area Network 
: Spanish language ham group based in Miami, | 144.99 Non-digipeated Packet Simplex 
immediately notified the U.S. Coast Guard. 145.01 Inter-LAN & Mail Forwarding 
i 145.03/.05/.07 Local Area Network 
A dispatched Coast Guard plane later | 145.09 Experimental and QRP 
: returned - unable to locate the marooned 
boat. The vessel was not sure where they The objective is to avoid conflict with 


were having been adrift so long. The FCC in| existing voice operations and to help develop 
Washington was brought in and the Commis- fj a segment on 2-meters which ultimately will 
sion's monitoring network DF'ed the signal. | become recognized as a "packet subband." 
New coordinates were issued. The boat and its ; 
occupants were then found by the Coast 220 & 440 MHz - Conference attendees 
Guard. Once in the area of the drifting ship, | agreed that it is important to provide room on 
radio contact was established on VHF marine | the 220-225 MHz band for both 1200 and 9600 
channel 68. baud packet since 2-meter emergency voice 
operations could desense 2-meter packet sys- 
The Coast Guard dropped food by para- | tems from the same location. Also, spectrum 
chute. It landed only eight feet from the boat }| exists on 220 MHz for dual frequency digital 
but was gobbled up by a huge shark just as} repeaters that will allow higher speeds and 


applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 


HIPPED FIRST _ 
CLASS SAME DAY! 
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United States amateur operators wishing 
to apply for a reciprocal permit in a foreign 
country should contact the telecommunica- 
tions regulatory authority for the country to 
be visited. The regulations of that country 
apply. 


Amateur operation in areas where tele- 
communications are regulated by the FCC 
must comply with Part 97 of the Commission's 
Rules and the international Radio Regula- 
tions. 


Operator privileges in the United States 
are those authorized by the operator's own 
government, but not to exceed that of the 
FCC Amateur Extra Class. For example, ama- 
teurs from Region 1 (Europe, Africa, United 
Kingdom, ete.) may not operate on 2-meters 
between 146 and 148 MHz and no alien ama- 
teurs from anywhere except North and South 
America may operate on the 220 MHz band 
since this spectrum is not available to them in 
their own country. 


See §Part 97.301-313 for additional in- 
formation on alien amateur reciprocal permit 
operation. There are special identification 
rules among other things. 


°ap+ape 


NEW MEXICO GOES TO 20-KHZ BAND PLAN 


Another state has joined the growing 
list that have opted for 20-kHz 2-meter band 
plans. Bob Fugate, W8GY, secretary of the 
New Mexico Frequeney Coordinating Commit- 
tee (NMFCC) advises New Mexico repeater 
trustees have voted by a 13 to 1 majority to 
adopt 20 kHz repeater channel spacing. The 
vote was conducted by means of written, 
signed ballots following discussions on the 
subject since April of this year. Seventy-eight 
per cent (78%) of eligible trustees cast bal- 

lots. 


All 2-meter repeaters in New Mexico 
are currently separated in frequency by at 
least 30 kHz. Action to change the band plan 
was initiated early this year after several 
requests for frequency pairs could no longer 
be satisfied using 30-kHz channels in the 146- 
148 segment. 


Trustees were asked to vote for either 


W5YI REPORT... 


Page #6 


December 15, 1985 
15 or 20 kHz channel spacing with the know- 
ledge that if 20 kHz were selected, some 
existing repeaters would have to change fre- 
queney in order to create new channels and 
to. eonform to the 20 kHz band plan. 


Based on views expressed by trustees, 
the New Mexico Frequeney Coordinating Com- 
mittee has adopted a policy that allows trus- 
tees to voluntarily change the operating fre- 
quency of existing repeaters in the 146-148 
segment whose frequency is an odd multiple 
of 10 kHz (146.01/.61, 146.07/.67, ...147.99/- 
.39, ete.) Bordering Texas and (old) Mexico 
are already successfully on a 20 kHz 2-meter 
band plan. i 


COLVINS OPERATE FM NAMIBIA, AFRICA.... 


We received another note from the Col- 
vins, Lloyd (W5KG) and Iris (W6QL), of 
YASME-DX fame. They said they had com- 
pleted their operation from ZS3/W6QL, Nam- 
ibia, Southwest Africa. They QSO'd with 


10,000 amateurs in 146 countries! 


Iris said that she was the first to use a 
eall with the ZS3 coming first in the call sign 
...followed by her stateside call. "Nearly half 
of the stations worked had trouble getting our 
eall correct and understanding from where we 
were operating. Many amateurs answered us. 
ineorrectly. Some called us W6QL/ZS3, others. 
ZS3/W6 ...still others ZS3QL or ZS3A, ete." 
Iris said that "if you worked us, please check 
your log and make sure that the call is cor- 
rect and send your QSL showing the correct 
eall." [QSLs go to P.O. Box #2025, Castro 
Valley, CA 94546] 


They were very fortunate to receive 
permission from the Southwest Africa Branch 
of the South African Radio League to conduct 
their DX-pedition from their club house and 
radio station located in the downtown area of 
the capital city of Windhoek. 


"We used our own antennas and radio 
equipment. As usual many local radio ama- 
teurs helped us set up... We especially want 
to thank another husband and wife team,: 
ZS3KB-ZS3MB, the elub president ZS3HB (also 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court) and the 
club secretary/treasurer ZS3TW." 


only in the Amateur and Citizens Band. In 
order to legally intercept and divulge con- 
tents of amateur and CB transmissions, it was 
necessary to amend §Section 705 which pro- 
hibits revealing private messages. With the 
exception of emergency communications, no 
such authority exists in other radio services. 


Furthermore, the FCC said that estab- 
lishing a program such as proposed by Weber, 
in all radio services at once would be too 
broad and ambitious a project for the Com- 
mission. It was also pointed out that volun- 
teers lack the equipment to effectively meas- 
ure signal quality and technical parameters. 


In his request for reconsideration, 
Weber had maintained that §Section 705 
would not be an impediment to his proposal 
since the FCC could pay each volunteer $1.00 
for their service and the volunteers could be 
considered FCC agents. 


Weber also said that the agreement be- 
tween the ARRL and the FCC was illegal 
since Florida law dealing with interception of 
“oral communications requires prior consent of 
the involved parties. Weber also contended 
that the ARRL does not speak for the major- 
ity of amateurs and that his proposal would 
result in a more effective volunteer organiza- 
tion for the benefit of the Commission. 


The FCC ruled that the FCC's burden 
in dealing with hundreds of individual volun- 
teers daily would be too difficult. "Working 
together, the FCC and ARRL can alleviate 
this workload, seek consistency in processes 
and results, train and qualify volunteers, and 
perform other administrative tasks essential 
to the program." Also noted was that the 
Amateur Auxiliary can be trained to indepen- 
dently handle many of the Amateur radio re- 
lated requests for assistance received by the 
Commission field facilities. © 


FCC DETAILS DUTIES OF AUXILIARY 


"Among other matters, the volunteers 
devise and implement means to foster wider 
knowledge of the rules, conduct monitoring of 
the amateur frequencies to encourage compli- 
ance with Commission Rules and good operat- 
ing practices, develop solutions to problems 
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tions, and undertake specific projects as the 
need arises." 


"The only types of inspections of ama- 
teur stations by the Auxiliary provided for in 
FOB's agreement with ARRL are a courtesy 
inspection of such stations or. other equipment 
with the voluntary consent of the licensee or 
owner to help resolve complaints and allega- 
tions, as well as to determine causes, in cir- 
cumstances such as the experiencing of inter- 
ference and courtesy amateur station evalua- 
tions. The amateur has no mandatory or for- 
mal inspection or enforcement authority." 


"...the function of the Amateur Auxili- 
ary is to assist FOB and the Commission by 
monitoring amateur frequencies and to advise 
users of radio operations that they are com- 
pliant or non-compliant with the Commission's 
rules, foster a wider knowledge of Commission 
Rules, assist the Commission and FOB in re- 
sponding to complaints by encouraging cooper- 
ative solutions, provide help to FOB in tar- 
geting intentional or recalcitrant violators so 
that the Bureau ean best apply its limited 
resources to problem areas or violators, and 
to perform other special projects that may 
arise from time to time." 


The FCC also ruled that Florida law 
would not be broken by the existing ARRL/- 
FCC agreement since a federal court has held 
transmissions on the Amateur and CB radio 
bands cannot reasonably be expected to be 
private communications. Furthermore amateur 
radio transmissions are not "oral" transmis- 
sions. 


On the Weber belief that the ARRL 
does not speak for the majority of amateurs, 
the FCC said " ...[we] believe that the most 
efficient development of an amateur volunteer 
auxiliary is through large organizations such 
as the ARRL, and particularly so when such 
organizations bring with them their experi- 
ence with prior self-regulation efforts such as 
ARRL's Official Observer program or other 
types of volunteer services." The Commission 
further stated "To date, ARRL is the only 
national or regional organization to contact 
FOB concerning participation in the program." 
[Action by FCC M.O.&0., released 11/22/85.] 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 
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FCC-Novice Element 2 Test $1.00 + 50¢ postage 
FCC-Tech/Gen. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 
FCC-Advanced Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 
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The WSYI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 


license preparation materials as a convenience to 
applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 
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Iris and Lloyd are headed now to the 
Kingdom of Lesotho, 7P. "We have been told 
it should not be too difficult to obtain per- 
mission to operate there. We expect to be on 


the air from about 1 December through 22 


December, 1985. Look for us on the low end 
of all bands, phone and CW. 73 es 88 fm 


Lloyd & Iris Colvin, W6KG and W6QL" [Their 


letter was dated November 27, 1985.] 


HAM_RADIO SAVES DRIFTING SEAMEN.... 
Thanks to the efforts of SIRA, four 
Miami residents are now safe and sound. It 
was in question for a while! During early 
December, Juilio Morejon, Pedro Lopez, Eleo 
Rosales and Daniel Monteros were testing 
their 36 foot vessel in preparation for a long 
distance race regatta. 


The boat was enroute from Key West to 
Miami when their engine suddenly went dead. 
They drifted for four days and to within 35 
miles of Cuba. On board was both VHF marine 
and amateur radio equipment — although no 
one on board was a licensed ham operator. 


On the fourth day, the mariners were 
heard transmitting on 14.177 MHz (20 meters) 
in the early evening. Their Mayday call was 
received by Venezuelan amateur radio opera- 
tor, Edelberto Russian, YV5IJ but he _ lost 
their weak signal in the QRM. Contact was 
again established the following morning. 
YV5IJ checked into the SIRA emergency net- 
work and reported the incident. SIRA, the 
Spanish language ham group based in Miami, 
immediately notified the U.S. Coast Guard. 


A dispatched Coast Guard plane later 
returned - unable to locate the marooned 
boat. The vessel was not sure where they 
were having been adrift so long. The FCC in 
Washington was brought in and the Commis- 
sion's monitoring network DF'ed the signal. 
New coordinates were issued. The boat and its 
occupants were then found by the Coast 
Guard. Once in the area of the drifting ship, 
radio contact was established on VHF marine 
channel 68. 


The Coast Guard dropped food by para- 
ehute. It landed only eight feet from the boat 
but was gobbled up by a huge shark just as 


Dallas, Texas 75207 


they were about to jump overboard to grab 
the parachute! An hour later, the Liberian 
tanker "Tamarita" rescued the stranded people 
and brought them to Miami. They were really 
shook up when they arrived. 


Miami TV channel 10 operated live from 
the SIRA ham station. Radio WQBA earried a 
live on-air interview with one of those res- 
cued and SIRA's WA4ZZG, Raphael Estevez. 
Once again, amateur radio answered the call. 
When asked why amateur radio equipment was 
on board when none were licensed, they said 
that they carried it only for an emergency. 
Their 20 meter antenna was actually the VHF 
marine whip antenna and radiated poorly! It 
saved their lives. 


MICHIGAN ADOPTS PACKET RADIO PLAN.... 


A very detailed and well thought out 
frequency plan for Michigan packet radio was 
unanimously consented to at a statewide plan- 
ning conference held during late November. 
Those in attendance agreed that PRISM, 
Packet Radio In Southern Michigan would act 
as the packet frequency coordination organi- 
zation under the umbrella of the Michigan. 
Area Repeater Council. MARC policy does 
not allow for coordination of packet channels. 
on 144-148 MHz and any activity in this range 
will have to be by "gentlemen's agreement." 


(2-METER PLAN) 


144.91 Experimental and QRP 
144.93/.95/.97 Local Area Network 
144.99 Non-digipeated Packet Simplex 
145.01 Inter-LAN & Mail Forwarding 
145.03/.05/.07 Local Area Network 
145.09 Experimental and QRP 


The objective is to avoid conflict with 
existing voice operations and to help develop 
a segment on 2-meters which ultimately will 
become recognized as a "packet subband." 


220 & 440 MHz - Conference attendees 
agreed that it is important to provide room on 
the 220-225 MHz band for both 1200 and 9600 
baud packet since 2-meter emergency voice 
operations could desense 2-meter packet sys- 
tems from the same location. Also, spectrum 
exists on 220 MHz for dual frequency digital 
repeaters that will allow higher speeds. and 


fewer collisions and retries. 


Furthermore, 
ARRL proposal for new Novice Class privi- 
leges, a potentially large number of new, in- 


rate unsophisticated packet stations on 220. 


ration on 220-225 MHz might work to the det- 
riment of 220 Packet activity. 


PRISM would like to encourage some 
thought into use of the 420-450 MHz band (in- 
stead of 220 MHz) for 9600-bps linking since 
inexpensive, surplus equipment for 450 is 
available. Nineteen coordinated 50-kHz packet 
linking channels were selected between 430 
and 431 MHz. 420-430.MHz is not available to 
amateurs in much of Michigan, it being above 
‘Line A." There is "a strong likelihood that 
420-430 MHz will be lost throughtout the 
country in the near future [to land mobile 
interests]," PRISM said. 


Michigan Packet Radio Frequency Plan write: 
Jim Brooker, NI8E, Chairman of the PRISM 


Spectrum Planning Committee, 696 Graefield 
Court, Birmingham, MI 48008. 
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AMATEUR ASKS FOR 160 METER CW BAND 


Dave Kennedy, N4SU, of King, NC, has 
written an open letter to all 160 meter hams. 
Copies went to all major amateur publications 
plus ARRL Directors and the FCC. Licensed 
more than 50 years, Kennedy holds DXCC- 
360, 6BDXCC and 6BWAS. 


Kennedy proposes an FCC mandated 
1800-1840 kHz CW only subband for weak sig- 
nal CW-DX operations. He tells how "Mr. 160" 
[W1BB] became the holder of 160 DXCC#1 by 
championing the idea of the "DX window." 


"Today, contest types have taken over 
with their 'this is my frequency' attitude," 
Kennedy says. "The SSB ragchewers ...simply 
don't understand the DXers problem, or don't 
care." While the ARRL has tried to sell a 
voluntary band plan... "Nothing has happened 
except that 160 is now about the same as the 
zoo on 75. ...160 is the only HF band with no 


cw subband." [Excerpted from 11/19 letter.] 
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if the FCC grants the. 


experienced amateurs will be seeking to ope-_ 


PRISM also recognized that Novice voice ope- 


For a copy of (or to comment on) the_ 


4 The FCC has issued a correction on 
the Order to Implement the 1900-2000 kHz 
Frequency Band in Radiolocation Service. 
(Docket 84-874) The FCC now says that wide- 
band radiolocation stations can be reassigned 
to the (amateur) 1900-2000 kHz segment as 
early as December 15, 1985. General feeling 
is that radiolocation won't interfere with 
amateur communications since the operation 
will be in wideband spread-spectrum technol- 
ogy. Previously it was thought that radioloca- 
tion systems would not be reassigned until 
1987 when the AM broadcast band is sched- 
uled to be extended to 1705 kHz. [Correction 
published in Federal Register, November 20, 
1985, page 47748.] 


q New VEC _ instructions have been 
mailed out to all existing Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinators. The only change is the deletion 
of the requirement that amateur radio opera- 
tor test candidates can not be retested within 
a 30 day period for the same or higher failed 
test elements. Effective December 4th, it is 


no longer necessary that test applicants ans- ° 


wer Items #13, 14 and 15 on the FCC Form 
610. These items ask whether a candidate has 
failed an amateur examination within the last 
30 days, and if so, which test element and 
when administered. The so-called "30-day 
rule" was eliminated November 8th. 


{ A copy of a somewhat incoherent let- 
ter (dated November 24) has been forwarded 
us supposedly written by Richard B. Cooper, 
president of the infamous Communications 
Attorney Service. The letter (postmarked from 
Van Nuys, California) is addressed to Mr. 
Philip J. Quigley, president of the Cellular 
Telecommunications Industry Association. 
Cooper objects to the fact that CB transmis- 
sions are to be exempted from protection 


under the new privacy legislation currently’ 


under Congressional consideration. "As the 
legal representative of 66 million operators of 
Class D - Part 95 radio transceivers, I must 
demand that Part 95 licensees be afforded the 
same form of protection," he writes. Cooper 
claims that "the ARRL and some of its con- 
temptuous followers" using "their power with- 
in the FCC to diseredit my legal organiza- 
tion" caused him to flee the U.S. in 1979. He 
told Quigley "the same Nazi-like tactics are 
being mounted against your group..." 
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Tama currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 
wish to be a volunteer examiner. I have never had my station or 


Par be 


a a 


under "The W5YI Report" Program? If So, please send a ‘copy 


classifi 
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te it if you would publish our 


come from this and would apprecia 


An announcement in the November 27th 
Federal Register (page 48770) postpones the 
date that "Dial-A-Porn" must start requiring 
identification of some sort before being 
allowed to play their automatic (sexually ex- 
plicit) recordings. We have been following this 
story for some three years now! 


Just about every governmental body 
imaginable has been involved in trying to cur- 
tail the telephone messages. In 1983, Congress 
directed the FCC to restrict access by min- 
ors. The Commission has been having trouble 
coming up with an appropriate system. Every 
idea they have had has been struck down as 
inappropriate, ineffective, unduly restrictive 
or unconstitutional. 


We tried the number [212-976-2626] and 
the moans and groans are still there. The 
latest execution date is December 26, 1985. A 
petition by Carlin Communications and Drake 
Publishers, Ine., requested a stay of the 
November 5th effective date "pending judicial 
review." It was granted by the FCC. After 
December 26th, it will take an "access/iden- 
tification code number" to receive the record- 
ing. The problem is, how to prevent minors 
from receiving the code. 
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RADIO LASER 558 IS BACK ON THE AIR! 


ad (see margin between pages 4 & 7) on license preparation materia 


In our last issue we told you how Radio 
Laser-558 was forced to suspend operations 
due to a sick crew. Radio Laser is the U.S. 
backed AM pop music pirate radio station on 
a ship that is anchored off the coast of Eng- 
land outside of British territorial waters. 


Laser was England's most popular AM 
station until they were forced to toss in the 
towel due to a lack of food and medical sup- 
plies. English authorities in effect blockaded 
the vessel by stationing a surveillance ship 
off its bow recording all visitors. While not 
against U.K. law to broadcast from interna- 
tional waters, it is iliegal to supply pirate 
stations. ‘ 


Another pirate broadcast ship, Radio 
Caroline, has been broadcasting for years off 
the English coast. Within hours of Laser's 


=; 

~ 
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Laser's 558 kHz frequency. Estimates are that 
12 million people listen to Radio Caroline. 
There seems to be a Strong attraction by the 
British people to listen to something the 
authorities consider illegal. 


Make no mistake about it. Clandestine 
broadeasting is big business! Among the ad- 
vertisers taking air time on the pirate sta- 
tion are People's Express Airlines, Newsweek, 
Nikon, Hawaiian Tropic ...even the Canadian 
Tourist Board! 


ILLEGAL AND LEGAL HF BROADCASTING.... 


Our own FCC recently closed down two 
alleged pirate radio stations and the Commis- 
sion is looking for more. U.S. marshalls re- 
cently closed down KBBR in Arkansas. Russell. 
Rierson of Boonesville, Ark., operated the 
station out of his home. He faces a maximum 
penalty of one year imprisonment and a fine 
of up to $10,000. 


Rierson previously operated KRZY and 
"Captain Crazy" — another unlicensed station 
operating in the 6 and 7 MHz band. That one 
eost him $1,000. Liam Ryan of Kirkwood, Mo., 
was also fined $1000 for his unlicensed broad- 
east station operation. 


Be on the lookout for a growing trend 
to legally capitalize on HF broadcasting! 
There is a behind the scenes stampede to get 
HF commercial broadcasting stations on the 
air. There are several new ones — with more 
coming! NDXE Global Radio is a new 
worldwide HF stereo radio station due to sign 
on July 4, 1986, coinciding with the 
rededication of the Statue of Liberty. NDXE 
(pronounced ‘In Dixie’, y'all) will carry 
worldwide phone-in shows, news, weather 
...ete. It is headed up by H.D. Norman, Jr., a 
34 year old Opelika, Alabama, ex-dise jockey 
and entrepreneur! 


KCBI is on the air right now with a 50 
KW GE transmitter and a 10 db antenna - 
500,000 watts ERP - from right here in 
Dallas. They signed on this past July 5th and 
operate from 1800 to 2200 GMT on 11.905 


and 11.790 MHz. with a country music and 
general interest format. The W5YI REPORT is 


fewer collisions and retries. 


ARRL proposal for new Novice Class privi- 
leges, a potentially large number of new, in- 


rate unsophisticated packet stations on 220. 
PRISM also recognized that Novice voice ope- 


riment of 220 Packet activity. 


PRISM would like to encourage some 
thought into use of the 420-450 MHz band (in- 
stead of 220 MHz) for 9600-bps linking since 
inexpensive, surplus equipment for 450 is 
available. Nineteen coordinated 50-kHz packet 
linking channels were selected between 430 
and 431 MHz. 420-430 .MHz is not available to 
amateurs in much of Michigan, it being above 
“Line A." There is "a strong likelihood that 
420-430 MHz will be lost throughtout the 
country in the near future [to land mobile 
interests]," PRISM said. 


For a copy of (or to comment on) the 


Jim Brooker, NI8E, Chairman of the PRISM 
Spectrum Planning Committee, 696 Graefield 
Court, Birmingham, MI 48008. 
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AMATEUR ASKS FOR 160 METER CW BAND 


Dave Kennedy, N4SU, of King, NC, has 
written an open letter to all 160 meter hams. 
Copies went to all major amateur publications 
plus ARRL Directors and the FCC. Licensed 
more than 50 years, Kennedy holds DXCC- 
360, 6BDXCC and 6BWAS. 


Kennedy proposes an FCC mandated 
1800-1840 kHz CW only subband for weak sig- 
nal CW-DX operations. He tells how "Mr. 160" 
[W1BB] became the holder of 160 DXCC#1 by 
championing the idea of the "DX window." 


"Today, contest types have taken over 
with their 'this is my frequency' attitude," 
Kennedy says. "The SSB ragchewers ...simply 
don't understand the DXers problem, or don't 
care." While the ARRL has tried to sell a 
voluntary band plan... "Nothing has happened 
except that 160 is now about the same as the 
zoo on 75. ...160 is the only HF band with no 


CW subband." [Excerpted from 11/19 letter.] 
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Furthermore, if the FCC grants the. 


experienced amateurs will be seeking to ope-_ 


ration on 220-225 MHz might work to the det- 


Michigan Packet Radio Frequency Plan write: 


{| The FCC has issued a correction on 
the Order to Implement the 1900-2000 kHz 
Frequency Band in  Radiolocation Service. 
(Docket 84-874) The FCC now says that wide- 
band radiolocation stations can be reassigned 
to the (amateur) 1900-2000 kHz segment as 


early as December 15, 1985. General feeling 


is that radiolocation won't interfere with 
amateur communications since the operation 
will be in wideband spread-spectrum technol- 
ogy. Previously it was thought that radioloca- 
tion systems would not be reassigned until 
1987 when the AM broadcast band is sched- 
uled to be extended to 1705 kHz. [Correction 
published in Federal Register, November 20, 
1985, page 47748.] 


@ New VEC instructions have been 
mailed out to all existing Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinators. The only change is the deletion 
of the requirement that amateur radio opera- 
tor test candidates can not be retested within 
a 30 day period for the same or higher failed 
test elements. Effective December 4th, it is 


no longer necessary that test applicants ans-- 


wer Items #13, 14 and 15 on the FCC Form 
610. These items ask whether a candidate has 
failed an amateur examination within the last 
30 days, and if so, which test element and 
when administered. The so-called "30-day 
rule" was eliminated November 8th. 


{| A copy of a somewhat incoherent let- 
ter (dated November 24) has been forwarded 
us supposedly written by Richard B. Cooper, 
president of the infamous Communications 
Attorney Service. The letter (postmarked from 
Van Nuys, California) is addressed to Mr. 
Philip J. Quigley, president of the Cellular 
Telecommunications Industry Association. 
Cooper objects to the fact that CB transmis- 
sions are to be exempted from protection 


under the new privacy legislation currently 


under Congressional consideration. "As the 
legal representative of 66 million operators of 
Class D - Part 95 radio transceivers, I must 
demand that Part 95 licensees be afforded the 
same form of protection," he writes. Cooper 
elaims that "the ARRL and some of its con- 
temptuous followers" using "their power with- 
in the FCC to diseredit my legal organiza- 
tion" caused him to flee the U.S. in 1979. He 
told Quigley "the same Nazi-like tactics are 
being mounted against your group..." 
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My age is at least 18 years old. 


"1 am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a volunteer examiner. I have never had my station or 
interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged 


in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


operator license revoked or suspended. I do not own a significant . 
license preparation materials. 


of your Extra Class license, this signed statement, and a SASE 
to: W5YI-VEC; P.O. Box #10101; Dallas, Texas 75207. A certif- 
eate (optional) is also available for $1.00. Details and accredi- 
ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER? 
under "The WSYI Report" Program? If so, please send a copy 
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radio conversations, it also will curtail gov- 
ernment interception as well. Justice main- 
tains that the proposed "Electronics Privac 


Act of 1985" will needlessly complicate their 


operation. In other words, the bill will make 
it harder for law enforcement agencies to 
eollect evidence. 


The bill (HR-3378) and its Senate com- 
panion (S-1667) introduced by Rep. Robert 


Kastenmeier (D-Wis.) and Sen. Patrick Leahy 
(D-Vt.) would extend the wiretap laws to in- 


elude such technologies as cellular radio, 
electronic mail and satellite transmissions. 


(See Nov. lst W5YI Report.) It also will make 
it illegal to listen to many transmissions cur- 
rently available to SWL's, scanner enthusiasts 


and amateur radio operators. A House Judicial 
Committee hearing on the bill planned for 
Thursday, December 5th, was cancelled due to 
a scheduling conflict. 


There is a great deal of misinformation 
about the bill among radio hobbyists. While 
the bill could impact amateur autopatch, 


‘scanner and general coverage receiver use, 


there is no evidence that it will have any 
effect on packet radio, RTTY, AMTOR trans- 
missions or amateur originated radiograms as 
reported elsewhere. 


Amateur and CB Radio communications 
are specifically exempted from the legislation 


‘- but apparently not amateur telephone calls - 


at least not at this point. Congress could 
even elect to regulate (or eliminate) auto- 
patch calls. Many - if not most - recipients of 
these wireline terminated calls are not aware 
that "the world is listening." While there are 
rumors that the bill's sponsors might exempt 
amateur autopatch calls from protection by 
the legislation, powerful, well-funded cellular 
interests would prefer to elminate (free) auto- 
patch use completely. 


The House judiciary staff did confirm, 
however, that while manufacture of scanners 
and general coverage receivers will not be 
curtailed, the bill makes it illegal to use them 
to intercept private messages and telephone 


calls no matter how they are transmitted. 


The judiciary is now collecting informa- 
tion on possible changes in the legislation's 


wording. Your help is needed. You should do 
more than call or write your Congressman 
advising opposition to HR-3378 and S-1667. Be 
specific. Tell your Congressman that whatever 
the bill says or does ...that you want the bill 
to permit amateurs to do anything that they 
ean now legally do — including transmitting 
and receiving any communications now 
allowed. The bill should also permit short 
wave listeners, scanner enthusiasts or anyone 
else that can now legally receive a radio fre- 
quency to be able to continue to do so in the 
future. 


Rumors of an amended version of the 
bill are not true. A "new printed version with 
new wording" does not exist. We also heard 
that calls and letters from the amateur com- 
munity is having an effect on the bill. 


capeoape 


AMATEUR AUXILIARY PROCEEDING.... 


The Commission has upheld a staff 
decision denying a proposal by John P. Weber, 
Jr., K4JW, Melbourne, Florida, to establish a: 


volunteer auxiliary service in all radio ser- 


viees. Weber had sought reversal of a decision 
by the Chief of the FCC's Field Operations 
Bureau (FOB) not to extend volunteer moni- 
toring of the radio spectrum to all radio ser- 
vices, 


Weber requested the issuance of a 
NPRM regarding the formal establishment of a 
comprehensive auxiliary monitoring organiza- 
tion, supplementary to the present FCC field 
monitoring stations, to assist Commission mon- 
itoring stations in the performance of their. 
duties. He argued that volunteer monitoring: 
would help the FCC in view of increasing 
radio transmitters and their decreasing 
resources. 


While the FOB's Chief expressed appre- 
eiation for Weber's recognition, concern and 
interest in the Commission's substantial task 
in enforeing the Communications Act and its 
rules, the proposal was denied for certain 
legal and practical reasons. 


First the Congress, as part of the Com- 
munications Amendments Act of 1982, amend- 
ed the Communications Act to authorize the 
FCC to use volunteer monitoring assistance 
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responsibility for "knowingly allowing a dis- 
qualified person to participate in third-party 
communications." The proposed rule did not 


contain the word "knowingly." Otis Tucker, 


Jdr., K4OOD, asked whether a licensee would 
-have to ask each third party whether sanc- 
tions had been imposed against them. David 
Popkin, W2CC, suggested that the word 
"knowingly" be inserted. In his view, without 
such a qualifier, an amateur licensee could 
not handle radiograms-or control repeaters. 
The FCC said that it was not necessary that 
the word "knowingly" be included since the 
Communications Act already contains penal- 
ties for persons who "willfully and knowingly" 
violate the rules. 


The ARRL strongly supported the FCC 
proposal noting that without such a rule 
"...lieense revocation or suspension would 
have no significant punitive or deterrence 
value whatsoever." The League suggested an 
explicit provision legalizing third party traf- 
fic, however, since deletion of §Part 97.79(d) 
would leave the rules with no specifie third 
party authorization. The FCC inserted a new 
paragraph in §97.114 to remedy this. 


THIRD PARTY PARTICIPATION RULING.... 


The FCC essentially adopted PR Docket 


85-51 as originally proposed. The Report and 


Order was released to the public on November 


26. Effective January 24, 1986, §Part 
94.114(¢)2 will read: 


"The licensee of an amateur radio sta- 
tion may not permit any person to participate 
in traffic from that station as a third party if 
the third party is a prior amateur radio licen- 
see: 

.--whose license was revoked, suspended 
for less than the balance of the license term 
and the suspension is still in effect; 

..-suspended for the balanee of the li- 
cense term and relicensing has not taken 
place; 

...Surrendered for cancellation following 
a notice of revocation, suspension or mone- 
tary forfeiture proceedings; or 

--who is the subject of a cease and 
desist order which relates to amateur opera- 
tion and which is still in effect." 

[Action by Commission, November 20, 1985.] 
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TEN METER HAM BAND PETITION FILED.... 


Extra Class amateurs, Gordon Girton, 


W6NLG, (Sunnyvale, CA) and James (Dan) 


Nixon, N4DVW, jointly filed a petition for rule 
making with the FCC on November 15, 1985. 
They seek to enhance Technician and expand 


ten meter privileges in the Amateur Radio 


Service. Specifically they requested: 


(1.) Allow Technician Class operators full 


amateur privileges on the following ten meter 


frequencies: 28.025 - 28.300 MHz and 28.800 - 


29.700 MHz. [At present, Tech operators do 
not have any HF voice privileges. ] 


(2.) Allow 6 kHz emissions on the following 
frequencies: 28.200 - 28.300 MHz (repeater 


input suggested), 29.100 - 29.200 MHz (Sim- 
plex suggested) and 29.200 - 29.300 MHz (re- 


peater output suggested). 


(3.) Allow ten meter repeaters on the fol- 


lowing frequencies: 28.200 - 28.300 MHz. and 
29.200 - 29.300 MHz. [At present, ten meter 


repeaters are allowed only between 29.5 and 


29.7 MHz.] 


(4.) Allow the following emissions - (WARC- 


79 Emission Designators): 

(A) - First symbol - Modulation Type: R, 
J, C, F, G & P. [sideband, phase, pulse] 

(B) - Second symbol - Nature of Modulating 
Signals: 1, 2, 3, 7 & 8. [Single or multi-chan- 
nel - digital & analog] 

(C) - Third symbol - Type of Transmitted In- 
formation: B, C, D, E & F [Telegraphy, fac- 
simile, data, voice, TV] - on the following 
frequencies: 28.200 - 28.300 MHz and 29.100 - 
29.300 MHz. 


(5.) Allow linking of repeaters from any 
band to any 10 meter repeater. 


Girton heads up the Sunnyvale VEC 
operation in the sixth call district. 


OSD oape 


MORE. _QN RADIO PRIVACY LEGISLATION.... 


“The Justice Department is now on 
record as opposing radio wave interception 
falling under the federal wiretap laws. While 


pending legislation is aimed at computer hack- 


ers, industrial spies and listening to private 


We do not get any in- 
lish our small classified 


WoYI Report appears on 
ad (see margin between pages 4 & 7) on license preparation materials. Thanks! 


The 


many computer bulletin boards and in club newsletters. 
come from this and would appreciate it if you would pub 


This is, of course, allowed without limitation. 


WOULD YOU DO US A FAVOR? 


DIAL-A-PORN GRANTED FCC STAY... 


date that "Dial-A-Porn" must start requiring 
identification of some sort before being 


plicit) recordings. We have been following this 
story for some three years now! 


Just about every governmental body 


tail the telephone messages. In 1983, Congress 


ors. The Commission has been having trouble 
coming up with an appropriate system. Every 
idea they have had has been struck down as 
inappropriate, ineffective, unduly restrictive 
or unconstitutional. 


We tried the number [212-976-2626] and 
the moans and groans are still there. The 
latest execution date is December 26, 1985. A 
petition by Carlin Communications and Drake 
Publishers, Ine., requested a stay of the 
November 5th effective date "pending judicial 
review." It was granted by the FCC. After 
December 26th, it will take an "aecess/iden- 
tification code number" to receive the record- 
ing. The problem is, how to prevent minors 
from receiving the code. 


oapeoape 


RADIO LASER 558 IS BACK ON THE AIR! 


In our last issue we told you how Radio 
Laser-558 was forced to suspend operations 
due to a sick crew. Radio Laser is the U.S. 
backed AM pop music pirate radio station on 
a ship that is anchored off the coast of Eng- 
land outside of British territorial waters. 


Laser was England's most popular AM 
station until they were forced to toss in the 
towel due to a lack of food and medical sup- 
plies. English authorities in effect blockaded 
the vessel by stationing a surveillance ship 
off its bow recording all visitors. While not 
against U.K. law to broadcast from interna- 
tional waters, it is illegal to supply pirate 
stations. 


Another pirate broadcast ship, Radio 
Caroline, has been broadcasting for years off 
the English coast. Within hours of Laser's 


WOULD YOU DO US A FAVOR? 
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An announcement in the November 27th 
Federal Register (page 48770) postpones the 


allowed to play their automatic (sexually ex- 


imaginable has been involved in trying to cur- 


directed the FCC to restrict access by min- 


general interest format. The W5YI REPORT is 


Page #9 


December 15, 1985 


demise, Caroline started broadcasting on 
Laser's 558 kHz frequency. Estimates are that 
12 million people listen to Radio Caroline. 
There seems to be a strong attraction by the 
British people to listen to something the 
authorities consider illegal. 


Make no mistake about it. Clandestine 
broadeasting is big business! Among the ad- 
vertisers taking air time on the pirate sta- 
tion are People's Express Airlines, Newsweek, 
Nikon, Hawaiian Tropie ...even the Canadian 
Tourist Board! 


ILLEGAL AND LEGAL HF BROADCASTING.... 

Our own FCC recently closed down two 
alleged pirate radio stations and the Commis- 
sion is looking for more. U.S. marshalls re- 
eently closed down KBBR in Arkansas. Russell 
Rierson of Boonesville, Ark., operated the 
station out of his home. He faces a maximum 
penalty of one year imprisonment and a fine 
of up to $10,000. 


Rierson previously operated KRZY and 
"Captain Crazy" — another unlicensed station 
operating in the 6 and 7 MHz band. That one 
cost him $1,000. Liam Ryan of Kirkwood, Mo., 
was also fined $1000 for his unlicensed broad- 
east station operation. 


Be on the lookout for a growing trend 
to legally capitalize on HF broadcasting! 
There is a behind the scenes stampede to get 
HF commercial broadeasting stations on the 
air. There are several new ones — with more 
coming! NDXE Global Radio is a new 
worldwide HF stereo radio station due to sign 
on July 4, 1986, coinciding with the 
rededication of the Statue of Liberty. NDXE 
(pronounced 'In_ Dixie', y'all) will carry 
worldwide phone-in shows, news, weather 
...ete. It is headed up by H.D. Norman, Jr., a 
34 year old Opelika, Alabama, ex-dise jockey 


and entrepreneur! 


KCBI is on the air right now with a 50 
KW GE transmitter and a 10 db antenna - 
500,000 watts ERP - from right here in 
Dallas. They signed on this past July 5th and 
operate from 1800 to 2200 GMT on 11.905 
and 11.790 MHz. with a country music and 


a regular contributor to KCBI's "Radio Con- 
nection" program - Monday through Friday 
1903 UTC and 2000 UTC. (11.790 MHz.) 


WHRI, South Bend, IN, KVOH, Rancho 
Simi, CA, and WMLK in Bethel, PA, are 
either on the HF airwaves or will be shortly 
with a religious format. An HFer due to radi- 
ate from Lousiana turned his construction 
permit back in to the FCC when he couldn't 
come up with the money to put the station on 
the air. And another 100 Kilowatter beamed 
to Europe will be located in Vado, NM. They 
-have just been accepted for filing by the 
ECG, 


oo ape 


’ FAST & FURIOUS ...F elecommunications News 


4 BULLETIN! The State of Hawaii has 
just voted to go to a 20-kHz channel separa- 
tion band plan on two meters. Their previous 
frequency coordinator asked to be relieved of 
his duties and was (effective December 1st) 


replaced by Robert Ferguson, KH6NP. 


{ Trivia! Did you know that it is against 
the law in England to print a weekly TV and 
radio schedule! It's true. Only daily listings 
are permitted —- except for two publications 
(the BBC's Radio Times and ITV's TV Times) 
and they only print their own programming! 


q{ Confusing Fact! Apple Computer 
founder Steve Wozniak left Apple in February 
and liquidated his Apple stock. He is now buy- 
ing back in - $5 million worth last month 
alone! 


{| Computer Success Story! This has not 
been a good year for microcomputers — ex- 
cept for one company. 
Computer is booming! In 1983 they had a sales 
base of 'zero' — 1985 saw $500 million plus 


and profits up six-fold to $25 million! 


{ Look for the FCC to reclassify the 
DBS (Direct Broadeast Satellite) Service to 
'Point to Multipoint' —- thus exempting them 
from burdensome broadcasting requirements! 
Unlike regular TV broadcasting, DBS requires 
a listener to subscribe similar to cable. 


{ Innovative People's Express Airlines is 
developing a "Pick Up & Go" reservation 
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system. Air travellers can book flights by 
punching buttons on a touchtone phone using 
an 800 toll free number. No humans are in- 
volved. You "talk" directly to the computer. 


{ The Electronics Industries Association 
is studying standards for a "consumer elec- 
tronies bus" - an in-home system linking 
power, appliances, communications and home 
entertainment devices. If adopted, the new 
standards will allow such gadgets as one re- 
mote control for all cable, TV, VCR and audio 
equipment. 


{ Did you know that at one time AM 
radio broadeasting was assigned only one fre- 
quency? In 1922 the Secretary of Commerce 
issued an Order assigning the 360 meter 
wavelength (833 kHz) to broadcasting. Later 
on that same year 750 kHz was added. It re- 
mained that way until 1924 when the 550- 
1500 kHz AM broadcast band was estab- 
lished. The band was later extended to 1605 
and will get stretched again in 1987 to 1705 
kHz making room for approximately another 
1,000 stations (depending on power levels.) 


{ By 1990, one in every 11 American 
households will have satellite TV. That's 
according to a marketing report by researcher 
Frost & Sullivan. Approximately 12 million 
homes have TVRO's now. According to 
SPACE, the home dish industry association, 
about 60,000 systems are now sold a month! 


q It appears that most home earth sta- 
tions will ultimately be sold by cable compan- 
ies in a "if you can't fight 'em, join'em" mar- 
keting effort. Cable offers a perfect outlet 
for selling and leasing home satellite equip- 
ment (and deseramblers) inside and outside of 
their franchised areas! They have the billing 
and installation procedures already in place. 


{ The "Home Shopping Network" thinks 
eable TV shopping will be big! They are add- 


ing a second service, "Network 2" in March. 
There is no membership fee and nationally 
known products are offered at deep discount 
— which they can afford to do since they 
have basically no overhead! Purchases are by 
eredit ecard only. HSN pays cable operators to 
earry their service. HSN is now on 324 cable 
systems and boasts 6.2 million subscribers! 


